Motor Vehicle Administration
6601 Ritchie Highway N.E.
Glen Burnie, MD 21062

D-05-12-04

DATE: May 29, 2012
BULLETIN: Dealers

FROM: Brenda Scheydt, Manager
Business Licensing & Consumer Services

RE: Legislation 2012

The following are the highlights of the bills that have passed and have a direct impact on
dealers:

HB 149 / SB 309 Mopeds and Motor Scooters - Titling, Insurance, and Required Use of
Protective Headgear

This bill regulates use of motor scooters and mopeds. It requires all mopeds and motor
scooters to be titled electronically and be issued a permanent decal to place on the rear of the
motor scooter. The cost for the decal will be $5. For the first year, (until October 1, 2013) non-
new motor scooters and mopeds will be exempt from the titling fee and excise tax. After
October 1, 2013, the motor scooter and moped title fee will be $20 and the minimum excise tax
will be 6% of $320. Individuals will have to certify at the time of titling that they carry the
minimum levels of liability insurance for the motor scooter / moped. Operators of motor
scooters and mopeds will be required to wear motorcycle helmets and eye protection and carry
an insurance card. The bill goes into effect on October 1, 2012.

HB 668 Vehicle Laws - Historic Motor Vehicles - Trucks, Tractors, and Motor Homes

This bill permits Class E Trucks over 10,000 Ibs, Class M Motor Homes, and Class F Trucks to
register with historic registrations. The vehicles must be 25 years old or older and cannot be
used for daily transportation or for any commercial purpose. Additionally, the owner must
certify at the time of application that the vehicle will be used only in exhibition type events, and
that the vehicle is insured by a historic or antique type motor vehicle insurance policy. These
vehicles pay a reduced registration fee and are exempt from all inspections, but not exempt
from repair orders. Vehicles in these classes that are older than 60 years are eligible for a one

time registration fee of $50 that does not need to be renewed. This bill goes into effect on June
1, 2012.

HB 1180 Vehicle Laws - Required Security - Electronic Reporting Requirements

This bill requires insurance companies to report information to the MVA on newly insured
customers immediately. The information must be reported electronically on an “immediate”
basis as designated in regulation. The bill goes into effect on October 1, 2012.
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HB 160 / SB 401 Motor Vehicles - Towing Practices and Procedures

This bill establishes prohibitions against private trespass tows. The bill requires a private
property owner who is going to tow vehicles, or have vehicles towed, from a lot to have large
visible signs with the name of the towing company. Tow companies or storage yards must
permit retrieval of the vehicle 24 / 7. Vehicles can be towed a maximum of 15 miles from the
site of the tow. In the bill: spotters for towers are prohibited; the cost for towing and storage is
capped; the tower must take a photograph of the violation; and the tower cannot tow for a
lapsed registration sticker until 72 hours after attaching a warning to the vehicle. The bill goes
into effect on October 1, 2012.

HB 499 Vehicle Laws - Disposition of Vehicle to Automotive Dismantler and Recycler or Scrap
Processor

This bill creates a new process for disposal of motor vehicles without a certificate of title or a
salvage certificate. If a vehicle is going to be used for parts only or scrapped and never re-titled
a licensed Automotive Dismantler and Recycler or Scrap Processor (AD&R / SP) can take the
vehicle, provide notice, hold the vehicle for 11 business days and then junk / scrap the vehicle.
The AD&R / SP must keep detailed records of the transaction including recording the Driver’s
License and Registration of the person transferring the vehicle, inputting the information into
the Maryland State Police’s database, and signing an affidavit form developed by the MVA. The
bill also clarifies that AD&R / SPs can apply through the police to have a vehicle retitled by using
the CS78 process. The bill goes into effect on October 1, 2012.

!

HB 435 / SB 487 Vehicle Laws — Salvage — Defective, Lost or Destroyed Certificates of Title

This bill permits an insurance company that has acquired a vehicle by way of settlement of a
claim, but for which the certificate of title is defective, lost or destroyed, to submit an affidavit,
along with a copy of the settlement check or other evidence of final payment, to apply for a
salvage certificate.

HB 678 / SB 591 Real Property — Manufactured Homes — Affixation to and Severance from Real
Property

This bill establishes a process by which a manufactured home can be converted from a vehicle
to real property and vice versa.

If you have any questions concerning this bulletin, please contact, Ms. Sarah Moore at (410)
424-3060 or via email to smoorel@mva.maryland.gov.




